[image: image1.jpg]



What Does It Mean To Be “Green”?
Educational Goal: To heighten student awareness about the impact of the built environment around them. 

Description: Students will be introduced to key concepts of the Green Building movement, and will examine examples of the LEED project check list, and local, residential Green Point checklists. Students will be asked to find examples of topics discussed in the first session, around their own homes and neighborhoods. Mentors will encourage students to find examples of both compliance, such as proximity to public transportation, and non-compliance, such as how much water is wasted in the shower just waiting for hot water to get to the shower head. At the second meeting, students will discuss their findings, with prizes being awarded to the students with the most comprehensive lists, one for the “Green list”, and one for the “Not-So-Green” list.
Time: 120 minutes, @ 2 meetings

Materials: 

· Green Building Guidelines (builditgreen.org has pdf on website) or hardcopies
· LEED Project Check lists

· Portable lap top and projector for presentation ( can be picked up at CRC )

· Pdf’s on laptop about Green Collar jobs, LEED and Build it Green guidelines,

· Quick power point presentation about Green Building

· Handouts of the Green or Not-So-Green list for the students to fill out between sessions

Topics to Discuss: (mostly covered in the slide show)
· What is Green Building and how is it different from normal construction practices?
· The major principles of Green Building: Community Design, Energy Efficiency, Water Efficiency, Resource Conservation, and Indoor Air / Environmental Quality.
· Why is it important, and why is becoming more popular?
· The environmental impact of the construction industry on the national level, and even global level.
· What is the impact of one house being built compared to a sky scraper, in terms of the kinds of materials being consumed?
· What is renewable energy?
· Examples of habits around the house that follow these principles
· Examples of buildings in Sacramento, or around particular neighborhoods that utilize green building principals.
· What kind of jobs can you do in the Green Building industry?
Schedule: This lesson is intended to be offered in two presentations, each approximately one hour in length. 
In the first presentation, the mentor should:

· Introduce the principles of green building with the brief slide show provided. (15 minutes). This assumes that the mentor is set up prior to student arrival
· After that, a discussion should be lead by the mentor to encourage the students to talk about the kinds of construction that they are familiar with. This will give the mentor and students alike, a context or platform to work with. (5 minutes)
·  The mentor would then distribute a copy of the green building guidelines and allow the students to read through the material, asking the students to highlight three topics that interest them, and three that they don’t understand. (The number could vary depending on the size of the group.) (10 minutes)
· When the students have finished reading, the mentor would then lead a discussion reviewing the guidelines and highlighting the individual categories. Students would be expected to discuss their points of interest, and the mentor would make extra time in the discussion to clarify the topics of their uncertainty. (25 minutes)
Before dismissing the students from the first meeting, explain the task of identifying examples of green buildings in their own neighborhoods, and even identifying habits and usage in their own homes. (5 minutes)The assignment for them to complete between the first and second session, would be to create a list of things that they find in their own communities that fall into either of two categories:

· Things that seem Green, and

· Things that are NOT-So-Green
Students returning to the next session with the most comprehensive lists will receive a small prize. (To be determined by each affiliate, examples could be gift cards for ice cream, or small gadgets from industry vendors). The better the prizes, the better the lists will be. Each student will present their list at the second session and their items will be challenged or agreed upon by the group of peers, with the mentor guiding the discussion.
The second session would begin with:
· The mentor reviewing the principles of green design and construction, (5-10 minutes)
· Then each student would individually present their list of findings. The mentor would invite each student to the front of the room for them to read their list to the group.  The mentor would generate a list on the board with each students name and the number of legitimate items each list, the Green list and the Not-So-Green list. The number of students will dictate the length of time to discuss each list. For example, 15 students would allow for three minutes each, where as 20 students might only allow for 2 minutes per student. The mentor would have to be aware of the time to ensure each student time to present. (40-45 minutes)
· When the presentations are complete, the mentor will award the prizes to the students with the most comprehensive lists.

Any remaining time could be used discussing hot topics in the local building scene, or even more general topics like energy consumption of construction compared to other industries, the concept of embodied energy for building materials, or any other topics the mentor might be passionate about.
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