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Know Your Home
By:

James Wyche and Jaime Gonzalez
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Educational Goals: Familiarize students with the process of drawing plans as well as the orientation and layout of their homes in reference to solar orientation, room location, electrical outlets, plumbing fixtures, and major appliances such as HVAC units. This module should serve as an introduction before presenting the “Know Your Hood” module.
Description: In this activity students will recall the orientation and layout of their homes and draw up a very basic architectural floor plan layout on graph paper.

Time:  2 sessions / 1 hour each
Materials Needed:  

· Graphing Paper

· Pencils

· Erasers 

Directions:
After explaining to your students that they will be drawing up a basic floor plan of their home from memory and after giving adequate time to recall:

Day 1:

1) Pass out graphing paper, pencils, and erasers to the students.

2) Allow students to work on their floor plan for the rest of the session.

3)  Provide assistance by answering any questions the students might have in regards to their floor plan.

4) Collect finished and unfinished floor plans at the end of the session.
Day 2:

1) Pass out the floor plans the students worked on during the previous session.

2) Discuss the layouts of their floor plans in detail and make sure to explain that they worked on this module in preparation for the more advanced “Know Your Hood” module that they will be working on in the future. Explain “Know Your Hood Module” in brief.

Additional Resources

Simple Home Layout Example:
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Mentor Notes
· Drawings should not be to scale, but do be sure to demonstrate and communicate the correct way to draw things like doors, windows, and household appliances in layout form. 
· Keep in mind that not all of your students live in houses, this shouldn’t be a problem when drawing their place of residence, but make sure to refer to whatever type of structure they reside in as a “home” to be respectful of this fact.
